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1. ©6n 25°Nov 53 Auguste Lecoews was informed by Soviet Ambassador Vinogradov that
the Mogcow Goyernment had consented to allow Maurice Thorez to be visited an®™
eXanined by two Soviet specislists in blood disesses, A, M. Lysenko and P. N.

Répkin. Thorez experienced a very grave orisis esrly in Nov_1953, but has made
some slight recovery since.. - . .

2. Opinion in the Politburo of the French Communist Party is divided as to thé -
tredtment of Thorez, now at Mougins in the French Alps, One wlng of the Polit-
biaro, led by Etienne Pajon, i1s strongly oppesed to_ having Thorez visited by ~
Soviet specialists, as causing unnecessary alarm, and daméging the prestige of
the French physiclans now attending him. The other group, headed by Leon
Mauvals, is in favor of sending Thorez to the USSR. This plan 18 opposed by
Jeannette Vermesrsch, THorez!s wife, who fears that his departure would bring e
néw outbresk of quarrels among the leaders of the French Party, and wreck the
future of Jacques Duclos, who now holds his position only with Thorezt's backing.

3. It 1s generally felt In the party that during the critical stage of the fight
egainst the ratification of EDC amything that might bring about trouble in the
party should be avoided. It is probable that the visit of the Soviet specialists
will eventually be accepted by the French Politburo.

4, fThorez has not been informed of the struggle in the party leadership over his
health, and 1s not even sllowed to get all his correspondence. BEven the read-
ing of the party papers is carefully arranged for him by confidants of Frangois
Billoux, who is trying to eliminate Thorezis influence and take over the party

leadership. -
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